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He said he preferred death to Westminster Abbey, since
Nelson and other famous sons of Britain never went
there until they died, and what was good enough for them
was good enough for him!

But this continual putting-off on the Londoner's part
is disastrous, for " some day " in such cases means " never/'
Hence, there are many Londoners who have never been
inside the Tower of London or up the Whispering Gallery
of St* Paul's Cathedral* The case of the foreigner, how-
ever, is different. His time is limited and his stay is
short, so he must make hay while the sun shines* He
wants only to visit the most important sights and so cannot
afford to spend unnecessary time over the lesser ones.
For this purpose his best guide is, perhaps, one of his
own countrymen sojourning in the place; for the latter
being a foreigner himself, knows best how to help his
compatriot under the circumstances* Thus it happened
that every summer I made a pilgrimage to most of these
sights, not forgetting, of course, Hampton Court or Wind-
sor Castle, when friends passed through London and
wanted a guide to show them around*

As one revels in the spectacle of these ancient landmarks,
one admires the spirit of the legislators who ordain that
these historic monuments should be preserved, if not
in their pristine grandeur, at least from premature decay
and disintegration* Such a spirit does justice to the
genius of the past, and at the same time preserves for the
present as well as future generations, a goodly heritage
for their edification and inspiration* I think it was
Tennyson who said that patriotism was nothing more
than a veneration for the past* If this is true, then those